
November 9, 2007

Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public lands
Hearing on HR 415, the Taunton Wild and Scenic River Act (October 30,2007)

Supplemental Information of Congressman Barney Frank

Mr. Chairman, I appreciated having the opportunity to testify on October 30
before the subcommittee in support of the Taunton Wild and Scenic River Act (H.R.
415), legislation I introduced with the entire membership of both the Massachusetts
and Rhode Island House delegations to include the Taunton River in the Wild and
Scenic system. While the question of the potential impact of this legislation on the
Liquefied Natural Gas facility that has been proposed for a site on the river in the city
of Fall River, Massachusetts was addressed in my written statement and also came
up during my testimony, there are two additional aspects of this question that I
thought it would be helpful to include in the record. Accordingly, I ask that this
supplemental information be included in the record of the hearing.

One of the points that arose in the hearing was whether H.R. 415 was an
attempt to prevent any type of development along the Taunton River in Fall River.
Nothing could be further from the truth. Along with my colleague Rep. McGovern
and the two Massachusetts Senators, I have worked with municipal officials on
several development proposals that are aimed at beginning to convert the riverfront
into an area that would offer increased tourism and recreational opportunities.
Specifically, in the Department of Transportation appropriations bills for Fiscal Years
2002 - 2005 my colleagues and I secured some $6.5 million for initial design work
and eventual construction of an ambitious plan to lower Route 79 - currently an
elevated highway - to ground level and convert it into a boulevard style roadway.
This change would have the effect of opening up the waterfront area to alternative
development, including such features as a boardwalk, hotel, restaurants, and a
marina. This project is still in the early planning stages, but it is a demonstration of
the fact that there is strong local support - which I share - for the idea of
development in the area that is less industrial in nature.

Secondly, with regard to the timing of the efforts to expand the Wild and
Scenic study to include the lower Taunton River, I would reiterate that this was not
done with the LNG proposal in mind, and the bill's potential impact on that proposal
should not be used as an argument against the bill. Nonetheless, because the
question was raised, I believe it is important to be as accurate as possible about the
timing. As stated in my written testimony, the formal request to expand the study
was submitted by my colleagues and me to the National Park Service on September
12,2002. However, my involvement in the proposed study expansion actually
began well before that. Around the time of a February 15, 2002 announcement by
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the Taunton River Watershed (a Massachusetts State Government entity) that it was
initiating an effort to include the lower portion of the river in the Wild and Scenic
study, I met with interested parties in my office in Bridgewater, Massachusetts and
informed them that I would be supportive of that effort if the affected communities
agreed to be included in the expanded study. The supporters of the expansion
spent the next several months working to obtain the necessary approvals from the
relevant communities, a process that was completed in August, after which I was
formally notified by the Watershed on September 6, 2002. As stated in my earlier
testimony, Congressmen McGovern and Lynch then joined me on September 12 in
writing to the Park Service to request the study expansion. Then, on January 11,
2007, following an initial determination by the National Park Service that designation
of the full river was the "preferred alternative", I introduced H.R. 415.

With regard to the LNG proposal, my office was initially contacted by
representatives of the company proposing the facility on January 29, 2002, when a
member of my District Office staff in Fall River was briefed on the plan. In response
to that briefing, I wrote to the company that I appreciated being given the
information, and that I would be "strongly inclined to follow the lead of the
municipality involved." In this case, of course, the municipality is Fall River, and
when, as the LNG proposal took shape, it became clear that a significant majority of
residents and local elected officials opposed the project, I joined them in that
opposition. It is clear from this timeline that, while initial discussions of the LNG
proposal may have begun during the same general period that the efforts to expand
the study were starting, there was, again, no link initially between the two. Thus, to
the extent that a Wild and Scenic designation of the entire Taunton River would have
an impact on the LNG proposal, that is a supplemental benefit - albeit a positive one
in my view -- but not one that was originally envisioned at the time the study
expansion was first broached.

Copies of documents relating to the timeline are attached.
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The ComlJlonwealth of Ma's,achus8tte
, Executivi Offtc8.of Environmental Affal,.
. Massachusetts Watershed Inltlatlv"
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JANE SWIFT
GOVERNOR

BOB DURAND
SeCRETARV

TAUNTON RJVER WATERSHED
Patrick E. Rogers, Team leadsI'
Phone No. (608) 946 ..2836
FaJ( No. (SOB) 941.6657
Emall: Patrlck.RogersGlstate.ma.us

Mr. BillNapolitano, SRPEDD
88 Broadway Street ,

Taunton, Mass. 02780..

Re: Lower Taunton R,:verCommittee
Proposed Wild and Scenic Study

DearMr. N.r,OlitanO: -G.""

As you are aware, the upper Taunton River is presently being evaluated by a
group of citizens, appointed by the towns of Bridgewater, Halifax, Mlddleborough,
Raynham and the City of Taunton for possible inclusion in the United States -
Department of the Interior. NationalPark Serv;ce Wildand Saenle Rivers Program.

February 15. 2002

i

As a residentof a "lowerTauntonRiver community, you have expressed interest
In Joining a commIttee that will explore the opportunities of Identifying and working
towardspreservingthe naturalbeautyof the lowerTauntonRiver.I askthat youjoin ina ,

kickoff meeting ror the tower Taunton River Committee to discuss future goals. It Is
~nticipatad that this Committee wi!! conducl: at least four (4) mae~ings to estcbli:1h
prioritIes to advanoe the possibility'of the United States -fPepartment of the Interior,
throughtheirNational Park Service providingfundingof a vtlfd and Scenic Study.

Thedate and placeof the meeting Is Maroh 14,2002 -thursday night at Dighton
TownHallfrom1:00to 8:30pm. DightonTown Hall Is located on Route 138. , thank you
In advance for your attentionto this matter.If there ar-J any questions. please do not
hesitate to contact me at (508) 946 - 2836.

'..SinrrelV,

." ,k
.Patrick E. Rogers, Watershed leader
Taunton ~iverWatershed-
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cc: DightonBoardof Selectmen
Berkley Board of Selectmen
Raynham Board ofSelectmen
Taunton Mayo"'s Office
Somerset Board of Selectmen
Freetown Board of Selectmen

Eucudn om.. of E41,lroafPIllb'AmaIn. MuacllUlcfb WlnnJrcd 1.lriad",
20lUYe cI'Drlv..LaktVUJc.M dI 82341
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The Commonwealthof Ma..achusetts
Executive ornce of EnvlronmenbllAffairs

Massachusetts Watershed Initiative

JANE SWIFT
GOVERNOR

80B DURAND
SECRETARY

TAUNTON RIVER WATERSHED
Patrick E. Rogers. Team Leader
Phone No. (508) 946 - 2836
FaxNo. (608)947- 6557
Emall: Patrlck.Rogers@state.ma.us

September 6, 2002

Congressman Barney Frank
United States Congress
69 Main Street
Bridgewater, Massachusetts 02324

Re: LowerTauntonRiverWildand Scenic RiverStudy
TauntonRiverWatershed

Dear Congressman Frank:

As you are aware, some time ago, a coalition of community, non profit
organizations and state planning and environmental agency officials got together
to work towards preserving the lands and estaJ>Ushinga river corridor on the
upper Taunton River. Through your efforts, along with others in our
congressional delegation, legislation and funding of a WJld and Scenic Rivers
Program study were approved through Congress and the United States
Department of the Interior's - National Park Service. The 'upper study area'
includes the first twenty two (22) miles of Taunton River, which include the
Towns of Bridgewater. Halifax. Middleborough, and part of the Town of Raynham
.andthe City of Taunton.

Again, as you are aware. communities on the 'lower' Taunton River were
not included within the wild and scenic study area. The Ilower' Taunton River
would consist of the rest of the City of Taunton and Town of Raynham and
include Dighton, Berkley, Freetown, Somerset and the City of Fall River.
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In response to comments from your office arW representatives from the
National Park Service, community leaders for the I(ower' Taunton River were
contacted. The Board of Selectmen and Mayor's Offices chose representatives
to meet and discuss the possibility of having a Wild and Scenic River Program
study for the lower Taunton.River.

The community's have responded by signing a 'lower' Taunton River
Resolution that affirms their commitment and support for a Wild and Scenic
Rivers Program study to be conducted through the National Park Service. These
signed resolutions are attached for your review.

The National Park Service has Indicated that there may be a possibility of
including funding for this study, in this year's upcoming federal budget (FY03).
On behalf of these communities, I request that a letter be forward to:

Mr. Jamie Fosburgh, Rivers Program Manager
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Northeast Region
15 State Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02109

requesting that funding be appropri~ted for the purpo~s of conducting a Wild
~nd Scenic Rivers Program study for the lower Taunton River communities. I
thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. If there are any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me at (508) 948 -2838..

SI?Cf1~
4/;z;rp f.~,t..J.A

Patrick E. Rogers/watershed Leader
Taunton River Watershed

cc: City of Taunton -Mayor Strojny
City of Fall River -Mayor lambert
Town of Berkley -Board of Selectmen
Town of Dighton -Board of Selectmen
Town of Freetown -Board of Selectmen
lown of Raynham -Board of Selectmen
TownofSomerset -Boardof Selectmen

EII!I:u,tlyeOffitl or EnYirolllRl:ntal AIT.ln. Mlna(hUiaUs WlllersbN Inlli.IIYI
20 Klnr.lde Dr'"" Llkevill.. MuuacbllkCU 02347
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.l)l~fJ1'.Mr. FosLJul'gh.

We aJe WIiLingto sUI'VOlttherequeat of tbe Massachusetts Watershed Initiative and communitics of
Taumon,full River,Berkeley)Digbton,Freetown,RaynhamandSomersetto funda studyunderLlacWilt!
and SClmicR.iversl)rograJlIlhat wuuld ~Ptludethe lower Taunton RiVet. As you .knuw.Cungn:ss has
~lJn~mJyfuruJutia stuLlyuftbe upper l"ai.U1tollRiver tbrough the National Park Service's Wild and Scenic
Program. EXlendinHtbe study lOtbe lower portion ofthis "Great River" provides a wonderful 0PlJoalwJily
lu ilJustnllcits lIalul"ulbeautyaud quantifYits envltonmelltal sisniflCance to this ongoing project.

cndosad please find a leuer from Watershed Leader Patrick R.ogersand subsequeJltResolutions of
Su&)))ortftoanaUthe aforementioned communities tbat share this resource. Again. we urSc tile NEul.unnl
Park Service fo fund this study and remain confidelit that dais river wiUolle day be designated within tbo
Wild an:JScenic ltivers System.

, Sincerely,

Tftlll STATION'"'' 'AlllltEO ON PIIPIII MADE OF "'CYCLI!O flBEflS


